
5 CRUCIAL THINGS YOU MUST 
KNOW BEFORE STARTING ANY 
BUILD PROJECT



Introduction

Renovating or building your new house is an  adventure - one that can easily go off course. 
There are a mind-boggling number of wrong turns  homeowners may take. Some go over 
budget, some don’t meet their construction schedule, while others don’t achieve the desired 
outcome.

If you want your renovation or new build project to run like a dream, it’s imperative that you are 
prepared. 

So, if you’re ready to renovate or  build a new home, here are 
five things you must know before embarking on any major 
home improvement project. 
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Tip 1

Surviving the design and 
approval process
The design and approval process can be overwhelming, especially for first-timers. In reality, 
you have eight steps to conquer: 

Like many things, your project starts with a vision.

Document your vision/wishlist into a well-thought-out design brief which outlines all the spatial 
requirements you want for your project.

First, determine what rooms you need to cater for your family and lifestyle.

It is important to work out what style and space you require for each room. This will ensure 
that your designer knows exactly what you want, and the design they come up with matches 
your vision.

STEP 1: Create a design brief

This design brief contains everything you want to see and incorporate into your home. Don’t 
forget to include your budget as well.
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You don’t need countless hours or days researching different local designers anymore.

You can access our large team of diverse and talented designers and draftsmen all in one place.

A large provider such as Superdraft can tailor its services specifically to your scope and 
budget, provide a highly competitive quote and match you with the most suitable designer for 
your project. This makes this critical process much easier and less stressful.

STEP 2: Get quotes

The best way to do this is to conduct an on-site design consultation. This will give the designer 
an idea of what the site looks like, plus, it gives you an opportunity to meet your designer to 
ensure that you are on the same page. This is also the perfect time to brief the designer about 
your wants, needs and budget. Provide quality information to help him/her come up with the 
best design solutions. Show them magazine cut-outs or images of design elements that you 
have seen and liked.
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STEP 3: Engage designer



In order for your designer to complete your design, they will need a land survey. Engage a 
surveyor to measure the site boundaries, contours, underground services and the location of 
existing structures. Larger providers such as Superdraft, will help organise and coordinate the 
land surveying process for you.

STEP 4: Land survey

Your building certifier will typically require the architectural plans, engineering drawings and 
energy/basix report in order to issue you with a building permit.

The best practice is to work with a designer who helps you get all these documents, and 
assists you in submitting your plans to the council. The best operators can handle this for you. 
For example Superdraft’s goal is to make the building process easier and less of a hassle

for all clients.

STEP 6: Get Building Approval

Here, your designer will work on the drawings for you to 
submit to the local council. These drawings should 
include a site plan, floor plans and elevations.

If you have no overlays (eg. heritage overlay) and your 
proposed work is compliant with local regulations you 
can often bypass having to lodge to council and go 
straight to Building Approval, which will save you

money and a lot of time. Often a quick call to your

local council and letting them know your property 
address and what you are proposing to do, will

determine if council lodgement is required.

STEP 5: Produce architectural drawings and 
get council approval.

5



Service shouldn’t stop at the end of the design and drafting stage. A good designer should 
assist by getting you building quotes, and more importantly, support by helping you 
understand the differences between them.

Superdraft has worked with hundreds of quality builders across Australia. We can help you 
pick the most reliable and best one to work with.

STEP 7: Tendering

Renovations and new builds are easy as long as you work with expert professionals who guide 
you throughout the entire process and listen to your every need.

STEP 8: Begin construction!
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Tip 2

Architect, building designer, 
or draftsman?
You may have a collection of cool design inspiration images, but nothing beats the eye of a 
professional designer.

Hiring a design professional will help ensure that your vision turns into a reality. Having one on 
board will take a lot of stress off your shoulders too.

But the question that comes up a lot is:

Who should you hire for your renovation or new build project?

There are three design professionals in Australia: architects, building designers, and 
draftsmen. Their qualifications, services, and fees vary.
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Knowing the differences between the three will help you 
decide. Here are the things that you need to know:

An architect has further qualifications and is more capable of providing a better level of 
detailed design when compared to a Building Designer.

The service of an Architect is usually more expensive compared to a Building Designer, but 
not always.

A draftsman can take a design 
directly from a client, a building 
designer, or an architect. He/she 
can help you produce the plans 
and documentation required to 
obtain council approvals.

Architects are recommended for larger and more complex projects. They are required in 
projects with more than three storeys in most states.

Building Designers provide quality designs for smaller, 
less complex residential and commercial projects.

Draftsmen often do not have expertise in 
design and are not recommended for any 
projects where you require design input.

Architects can work as Building Designers, 
but Building Designers are not Architects.
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Architects are specialists in design.

They have completed a formal degree

in architecture, rendered the required 
internship under a registered architect, and 
obtained a license in their state or territory. 
You can use their skills and expertise to plan 
a renovation or new build that maximises 
your space, the site, and your budget.

Building Designers can help you plan beautiful, 
functional, and energy efficient homes as well. These 
professionals come from a number of design-related 
backgrounds. Most of them have degrees and experience 
in architecture but aren’t registered as architects.

When dealing with building designers, check the rules in your 
state as to what is required for your project.

People living in Victoria must only engage with Building Designers registered with the Building 
Practitioners Board under the category of Drafts-person, Class of Building Design 
(Architectural).

For Queensland residents, your Building Designer must hold a current BSA Building Design 
License.

If you’re living in Tasmania and opting for a renovation that costs more than $5,000, you need 
to engage a Building Designer that holds Building Practitioner Accreditation.
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The three states mentioned above require 
their Building Designers to possess insurance 

and technical skills and training in order to 
qualify for accreditation, registration, and 

licenses to operate.

These requirements aim to 
protect you from poorly drawn 

documentations.



On the other hand, Building Designers in the following states and territories can operate 
without a registration and a license:

Western Australia

New South Wales

South Australia

Northern Territory

Australian Capital Territory

If you’re from these areas, choose your Building Designer carefully. Only work with somebody 
who knows and fully complies with building and planning regulations of your state.

Lastly, Draftsmen work alongside architects, helping them complete the

drawings required in the project. They are responsible for creating scale drawings and adding 
detail to an architect’s existing plans. They can guide you through the council approval 
process too.

However, Draftsmen often do not have design expertise and are not recommended for 
projects that require design input. They studied and are trained, so they know how to 
communicate the design accurately in their documentation. Yes, they design as they draw, 
but they weren’t taught how to design, and they weren’t trained at the same level as an 
architect.

Here at Superdraft, we have Australia's largest team of the 
best Designers and Draftsmen.

We will tailor our service to your brief and budget 
and match you to the most appropriate designer 
or draftsman from our team, helping take the 
guesswork out for you.
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Tip 3

Expert round-up. Who else 
makes up your project team?

The consultants who will make your renovation happen varies depending on the type of 
project, your location, and whether you want to build something that does not meet council 
guidelines.

Your project typically needs the following:

You will need other consultants apart from architects, building 
designers, and draftsmen.

Land Surveyor (for accurate site measurements)

Structural Engineer (to check the integrity of buildings)

Consultants provide an unbiased eye, which is helpful when identifying problems in your 
project.

Superdraft can help you  with this. Through our nationwide volume of work, we have 
formed great relationships with our partner consultants, allowing us to help save you 
money.

The cost of their services varies depending on the  size and scope of your project and their 
level of  expertise. We recommend allocating 2-8% of your  construction budget to allow for 
the service fees for all of them. 

A great designer will help you organise and coordinate with all of the consultants that you 
require for your project

Thermal Performance Assessor (for energy/basix report)

Geo-tech Engineer (for soil reports)

Building Certifier or Surveyor (for building permit)
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Tip 4

Why it’s important to set

a budget

First, your heart breaks. Then, you clear your head and make the hard decisions.

What would you do if you found out that your project was 
never designed to budget?

Some delay construction until they have enough money to pursue the project. Others 
abandon the first plan and start all over again.

Let me tell you a story of one Sydney couple who underwent a major renovation project (not 
our client).

Ingrid and William spent a year and paid over $50,000 for the design, reports, fees, and 
development approval required for their major renovation.

Although they were clear about their construction budget, the project still turned out to be 
two-and-a-half times their original budget.

This sad story turn of events happens to a lot of people, but  you can avoid it. 

Superdraft wants to ensure we help turn your dream into a reality and has implemented

a Preliminary Building Cost Estimation Service to avoid situations like the above from 
occurring. This service gives you access to our Preliminary  Building Cost Estimation 
Calculator, as well as involving our partner builders   early on during the design phase

to ensure that your design meets 

It is necessary to find a designer who works with local builders, is mindful of your budget and 
employs sensible approaches to  cost planning. 

They were sold with a dream home that they could not afford  to build. So, they dropped the 
first plan, sourced another  architect, and started all over again (including paying for  
everything again). They ended up with a tighter budget,  simpler design, and a smaller house
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Tip 5

How to save money on your 
project
I have a question for all thrifty homeowners out there. Do you 
know how to save thousands on your project costs the right way?

There are two ways you can save money on your project. You can lessen your:

Design and drafting fees

Construction costs

If you’re in the early stages of your project, you can do 
these things to avoid extra costs:

Produce a sketch design

Provide existing plans (with or without site 
measurements) costs

Submit images similar to your desired 
outcome

Lodge the drawings to council
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Then, they rush the work and provide you with drawings that lack detail, as they are needing 
to chase their next client. Do you want to risk your dream home or renovation project, which 
will likely cost you hundreds of thousands of dollars, on a cheap, designer who cuts corners?

It is important to know that builders quote more when you  provide them with poorly drawn 
plans. Construction errors  occur most of the time too when the drawings don’t have  enough 
details. Understand that your architectural plans are the  ‘instruction guide’ for the builder. An 
experienced designer who  cares about your budget (and your project) always provides a  
design that costs less.

When undertaking a major renovation or new build, do not 
make the mistake of availing a cheaper drafting service to 
save money. Numerous smaller ‘backyard’ drafting 
companies lower their prices to win a lot of clients out of 
desperation to stay alive.
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Get excited!
After months (or years) of preparation, you must be thrilled to make your dream renovation or 
new home a reality!

You are finally going to have a home that fits you like a glove!

Let’s start your project right!

Everything in this guide contains valuable information that helps you unlock a successful 
renovation or new build project. When you plan well and hire the right set of people, you can 
achieve your dream home without overspending.
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Bonus tip
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How Superdraft can help you?

Our team will:

We have given you almost everything you need to know to get started, but if you have 
further questions or would like to engage us to help turn your dream into a reality, we will 
be happy to do so.

Match you with the most suitable specialist for your project. We have one of Australia’s 
largest teams of the best designers and draftsmen so we will be sure to match you with 
one that specialises in your project. There will be fewer design errors because you’ll work 
with the right design professional.

Tailor our services to meet your needs and budget. We have the size and power to beat any 
comparable quote by 5%. (as long as it matches your previous quote in terms of scope).

Provide you with a dedicated Support Team who can guide you throughout the entire 
design and approval process, for no additional cost.

Manage everything required for your project including design, engineering, surveying, 
approvals and more.

Give you access to our Project Tracker app, allowing you to track your project from start to finish.

Help you obtain the best value quotes from reputable, local builders.

Show you ways of how to reduce your overall costs.

3D visualisation tool that allows you to experience your design in stunning 3D and change 
coloursand materials from the comfort of your home.

Experience your design in stunning 3D and experiment colours and materials from the 
comfort of your home.

Now - if you have any questions, here’s your chance to speak 
personally to one of our design consultants.

Call an expert on 1300 936 740



award-winningWork with an  design and drafting company

This is a rare opportunity to talk to an experienced Superdraft design consultant for FREE. You 
will get valuable and personal advice on how to:

Finish your project within (or under) your budget

Achieve your desired outcome

Get council approval

Meet your construction schedule

Address your hardest renovation or new build project problem

Contact us
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